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THIS MONTHôS PROFESSIONAL DEMONSTRATOR 

 

 

Paul Howard (Mr Jig)  
Paulôs demonstrates how to create his Three-Centre Spire Box 

 

 

Paul Howard is becoming known as ñMr Jigò by us wood turners for his ever-increasing selection of 

innovative jigs used to create his intricate, interesting and novel pieces. He is a demonstrator who also holds 

training workshops and is due back at our club later in the year for a AWGB training day. 

 

He firstly showed us an offset turning 

chuck that he was going to use during 

the demonstration. It was quite a simple 

construction of two MDF plates with a 

bolt on the outer edge as a pivot point 

and a slot in the top plate and a locking 

bolt through to the rear plate.  

 

In the centre was a piece of sacrificial 

waste block that will be used as a jam 

chuck during the demo. I believe it was 

just fixed by screws through the top plate. The jig had a ring plate fixed to the back allowing it to be 

mounted on the lathe.  

 

Paul started with a piece of Holly approximately 3in square and 12in long, which was placed between 

centres and turned to round using a bowl gouge. He marked a length of approximate 240mm and parted off 

the end and created a spigot on both ends of the remainder. He then drew pencil marks where it was 

mounted in the chuck to ensure it could be re-mounted in the same position as well as horizontal lines on 

each end marking them (1) and (2) respectively. This left enough wood to complete the two halves of the 

Spire Box.  
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The piece was then marked in the centre and parted off creating the two pieces that were to become the top 

and bottom sections. The piece left on the lathe was to become the base and box. He proceeded to turn a 

very accurate spigot on the end first which will become the lip of the box and then hollowed it out to a depth 

of 17mm using a 8mm Simon Hope carbide hollowing tool.  

 

     
 

The other half (Spire Section) was then mounted on the lathe and the hollowed out to a depth of 13mm and 

a recess created to accommodate the lip on the base section. The base section was than mounted on the end 

of this and a cove turned that straddled 16mm either side of the join to match that shown on the diagram. He 

also made a small lip between the two using a thin parting tool. 

 

They were then taken off and the Offset Chuck mounted and the central waste wood turned to create a jam 

chuck for the newly-formed base to fit tightly onto. The fit was made further secure by putting insulation 

tape around the joint. At this point the line previously drawn on the end was used to position the piece so 

that the offset turning was in the correct position. 

 

     
 

The jig was then positioned by pivoting the front plate to create a 25mm offset and locked in position with 

the integral bolt. Paul positioned his tool rest as close as possible to the offset piece and began to turn the 

base of the box and then the stem using a small bowl gouge. He finds that the additional strength in it is best 

to create the required curves whereas a spindle gouge is thinner at the cutting end and would flex too much. 

During this process Paul explained how he utilises the bevel rub on the outward motion in order to help 

position the gouge for the next inward cut.  

 

The stem below the box section was reduced to 21mm before starting to create an oval bead flanked by two 

smaller V-Shaped beads. He used a skew chisel and swept back spindle gouge to get into the tight areas of 

these shapes.  

 

He finished by completing the curved section up from the base. A light sanding was carried out but the 

underside of the box section was done by hand using abrasive velcroed on a flat stick to ensure that the crisp 

edges of the underside were maintained and not rounded over. The chuck was then returned to its central 

position and the round base turned to size and blended into the offset stem. 
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The base was removed and the waste block on the jig re-profiled to use as a jam chuck for the top finial 

section, which was again doubly secured using insulation tape. The jig was adjusted to create a 25mm offset 

to create the finial on the opposite side of the stem on the base. This is possible by using the horizontal line 

drawn on the end earlier to ensure the grain lines up from top to bottom once assembled. 

 

     
 

The tail stock was brought up and the top of the box finished using his reverse bevel rub action to create a 

crisp edge. The finial was then started by reducing the remainder to 20mm diameter. Paul then changed to a 

smaller tail stock and began by shaping the beads and coves at the base of the finial just above the box 

section. He likes to mark the centre of his beads with a pencil line to aid profiling a uniform shape. The 

taper of the upper section was completed with his bowl gouge and using his fingers as an opposing support.  

 

     
 

After a light sanding the two pieces where put together to complete what was a very interesting project that I 

am sure must have inspired a few members to have a go at something similar. To this end I have included a 

copy of his plans for the project. 

 

 

Apologies for the length of this article but it was quite a complicated process to put into words. 
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THIS MONTHôS TABLE ENTRIES 
 

Well done to all contributors to this monthôs display table. It was back to its impressive best. 

 

       
 

     
 

       
 

CHAIRMANôS CHOICE 
 

This monthôs Chairmanôs Choice made 

by Andrew Platt is the Oak Diagonal 

Slatted Lidded Vessel (pictured right) 

contributed by Len Stout.  

 

At least thatôs how I describe it. 
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COMING UP  
 

NEXT M ONTH 

Terry Smart  ï Tuesday 6th June 
Terry is the from Chestnut Products and the man to go to for all your finishes. 

. 

TRAINEE/IMPROVERS NIGHT  

Monday 25th September at 7.00pm 
This is an opportunity for trainees and novices to improve their skills on a motivational and relaxed social 

evening hosted by your club committee - not only that, tea and biscuits are provided. 

 

SHOWS 

7
th

 EUROPEAN WOODWORKING SHOW  
Witham Rd, Cressing, Braintree, Essex CM77 8PD 

Described as the best woodworking show of its kind in the world. It is demonstration led with an eclectic 

mix of woodworkers of furniture, basket makers, chair makers plus fabulous wood turners, carvers, bodgers, 

pyrographers, knife makers, marionette makers, Japanese joinery, toy makers and finally, toolmakers. 

 

ALL DAY DEMONSTRATION S 

Les Thorne  
Saturday 24rd June 2017 at The Village Hall,  Little Yeldham, Essex CO9 4QT 

Starts at 10 am til 5 pm   -   Tea/Coffee and biscuits in the morning and afternoon including buffet lunch.  

Tickets at £15 can be obtained from Brian Partridge Tel: 01473 828489.  Email: brianpart@aol.com 

 

Gary Rance 
Mutford Village Hall on Saturday 30

th
 September 

Full Day including lunch - £TBA 

 

Paul Howard 
Full Day for Trainees ï Paid for by AWGB  

Mutford Village Hall on Saturday21
st
 October 

Lunch will be proved at a nominal cost. 

 

 

AWGB 30
TH

 BIRTHDAY BASH  
To celebrate 30 years the AWGB have awarded grants to clubs throughout the country to host events, details 

of which are on the AWGB website here: https://www.awgb.co.uk/awgb-30th-birthday-bash/ 

 

 

AROUND THE CLUBS:  
(Hold the Ctrl Key down and Click on the link) 

 

Oxfordshire Woodturners - https://www.oxonwoodturners.org.uk/ 

Pembrokeshire Woodturners - http://www.pembrokeshirewoodturners.co.uk/ 

Red Rose Woodturning Club - https://rrwtc.wordpress.com/ 

 

YOUTUBE VIDEOS : 
(Hold the Ctrl Key down and Click on the link) 

Eccentric or Off Centre Goblet - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_FhlScQmAfw 

Turning an Off Centre Duck - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7MT7PoV3Jw 

Off Centre Winged Bowl - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ek1qWg05-eE 

 

https://www.awgb.co.uk/awgb-30th-birthday-bash/
https://www.oxonwoodturners.org.uk/
http://www.pembrokeshirewoodturners.co.uk/
https://rrwtc.wordpress.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_FhlScQmAfw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7MT7PoV3Jw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ek1qWg05-eE


             The Association of Woodturners of Great Britain 

 

 


