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Simon is an old friend and regular visitor to our club although we havenôt 

seen him in a while. Heôs obviously too busy creating new tools to make life 

easier for us woodturners. 

The eveningôs demonstration was to be about inlays, in particular the use of 

polyester resin and Milliput epoxy putty with the added use of a couple of 

texturing tools. 

Using Resin - To start with Simon mounted a 7in piece of Sycamore on the lathe 

and turned a spigot and formed ogee shape on the base of the dish. He then turned 

and re-mounted it on the spigot, creating a slight chamfer on the outside edge. A 

channel was then cut into the rim, ensuring it had very clean sharp edges ready to 

fill it with resin. There would be no need to create an undercut on the channel as 

the resin will stick fast to the wood. 

The resin used was Davids ñFastglas Resinò from 

Halfords. A 1litre can is £12.70 plus the hardener. 

Please Note: The hardener is red and will slightly 

colour the clear resin. 

Simon pointed out that powdered metals and dyes can be added to the resin for 

the desired effect. He also pointed out that when mixing the resin and hardener 

that it should be done in a well ventilated area as the fumes could be harmful 

to eyes and lungs. 

For this demonstration Simon mixed a blue 

pearlescent powder with the resin called Pearlex. It 

comes in other colours and is available on Amazon. 

The resin and small amount of hardener, were put in a 

plastic beaker and thoroughly mixed. This process 

creates small bubbles in the resin which need to be 

drawn out prior to setting.  

The bowl was taken off the lathe and the resin poured 

into the channel. To clear the bubbles Simon uses a 

rather unconventional method involving shaking the 

bowl with an orbital sander, thus bringing them to the surface. Any other ideas for doing this? 
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Using Milliput  Epoxy Resin ï Simon 

started with a small sycamore blank with a 

dome end. This was given a very fine finish 

using a negative rake scraper at high speed.  

Firstly he applied a textured spiral pattern 

using a Henry Taylor ñDecorating Elfò at a 

45deg angle and at a speed of approximately 1000rpm. Using a small 

point tool he ñframedò the pattern with a small groove either side. Sander 

sealer was then used and any excess removed with a tissue. 

Equal amounts of black Milliput were cut 

and mixed thoroughly, which was made 

easier using a small amount of water. It was 

then applied firmly and carefully into the 

textured area. 

Simon did a similar thing with a piece of 

Blackwood, only this time he textured it 

with a Crown ñMini Spiralling Wheelò and 

used white Milliput.  

Both would usually be left in their 

respective chucks to harden overnight. 

A Blackwood one had been prepared earlier by 

Simon with white Milliput inlay, from which 

he removed the excess using his negative rake 

scraper. In doing so the filled, textured, pattern 

really stood out and even more so when a gloss 

finish was applied. 

Milliput is also available from Amazon and 

comes in five different colours. 

 

 

Nylon Inlays - After the break Simon introduced a technique for 

inlaying nylon into a piece to create an infinite variety of patterns. This 

involved the use of a 8mm nylon rod that would be cut into small lengths 

which would then be inserted into the turned piece. 

He started by using a piece of Padauk mounted on a waste block which 

was turned to create a spigot so it could be mounted on the lathe. The 

face of the Padauk was turned to form a small dish with a curved outer edge then taken off the lathe. 

Simon then mounted a 1½in 

square spindle between centres 

to make a drill stand and 

turned one end to match the 

stem size of the tool rest banjo.  

The dish was then re-mounted 

and the turned spindle put into 

the post hole. A hole with the 

same diameter as the nylon rod was drilled into it at the latheôs centre height point and using a depth stop 

and the latheôs indexing facility, eight holes were drilled around the rim of the dish.  

Eight small plugs were cut from the nylon rod and glued in the holes using Superglue (CA Glue) and an 

accelerator was used to hasten hardening. The protruding tops were cut off using a fine pull saw and the dish 

finished using shear scraping and sanding.  
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Resin Inlay Pt.2 - Finally, Simon returned to the dish turned earlier now that 

the resin had hardened. Ordinarily he would leave it overnight to be absolutely 

sure it had cured. Before finishing he sprayed it with sanding sealer, the reason 

being to stop any blue resin powder 

getting into the wood grain during 

finishing.  

He then carefully shear scraped the dish 

at a speed of about 2000rpm and buffed 

the resin ring with ñ0000ò wire wool.  

Reference was made to a turner called Roger Bennett who has used 

this technique to extreme effect and whose work can be found on the 

Daniel Collection website ï along with many other turnersô work. 

The Daniel Collection: http://www.thedanielcollection.com/GalleryResults.php?turner_id=62 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

THIS MONTHôS TABLE ENTRIES 

    

  

                        

 

CHAIRMANôS CHOICE 
 

This monthôs chairmanôs choice goes to Len Stoutôs bowl (left) which 

comprises a spalted Beech base and scalloped rim in Sapele. 

http://www.thedanielcollection.com/GalleryResults.php?turner_id=62
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The Roy Edmonds 

Miniature Trophy Competition 
 

The entries for this competition were far greater and better than we anticipated. They are shown below. 

 

   

   

                   

 

The Competition Winner 
The winner of our first miniatures competition is John 

Peek for his incredible ñLathe in a Bottleò (above left) 

and was chosen by Simon Hope. John is seen here 

being presented with his trophy by Roy Edmonds our 

oldest and original club member who kindly donated 

the trophy. 

 

 

 

Our John is a highly respected committee member with a 

plethora of skills that have been invaluable to the club and our 

members over many years. Well done John, thoroughly 

deserved. 

A big well done also to all those who entered the competition 

and made it the success it was. 

 


